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^j^.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  report  on  public  health 
matters  for  1955,  and  am  indebted  to  your  Chief  Officials  for  thoir 
helpful  co-operation  during  the  year. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

mLCOm  S.  HARVEY 

M.B. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.R.H. 


Population; 

Area; 

Births; 

Stillbirths; 

Deaths; 


The  population  of  the  Borough  at  mid  1955  was  4,670, 
a  slight  increase  of  80  on  the  previous  year. 

The  area  of  2,137  acres  V7as  unchanged. 

59  births  occurred  of  which  25  v/ere  male  and  34  female. 

One  male  birth  occurred  outside  wedlock. 

In  addition  to  the  births  1  stillbirth  occurred,  a  female. 

The  total  deaths  numbered  41,  of  which  22  were  males  and 
19  females.  There  were  no  infant  deaths  under  1  year  of 
age. 


The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows ;- 


Male  Female 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . 

All  lyialignant  Neoplasms  . 

(Lungs  ... 
(Breast. . . 
(other  . . . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  ^stem 
Coronary  Disease  and  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill  d. fined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

All  other  accidents  . 


3 


3 

3 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


22 


1 
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1  ) 

) 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 


4 


19  - 


TOTAL; 


41 


Age  Distribution  of  Deaths 


Age 

0-1 

1-45 

46-65 

66-80 

81-90 

90+ 

hale 

1 

3 

10 

7 

1 

Female 

— 

— 

3 

11 

4 

1 

Total: 

— 

1 

6 

21 

11 

2 

Vital  Statistical  Rates 

Births  -  12.63  per  1,000 

Corrected  birth  rate  -  14.65  (C.F.  1.16) 

Deaths  -  8.78  per  1,000 

Corrected  death  rate  -  ■.28  (C.F.  0.83) 


Infectious  Diseases 


Scarlet  Jbver 


lyfe  asle  s 


No  cases  were  notified,  but  3  cases  were 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
observation  as  Scarlet  Fever,  all  from  the 
same  family,  ages  1.11/12,  2  and  4,  the 
diagnosis  not  being  confirmed. 

A  total  of  160  cases  of  measles  occurred, 

152  of  them  in  the  April  to  June  quarter, 
when  the  disease  rampaged  through  the  community. 

The  age  distribution  was  as  follows 


Under  1 

•  • 

Male 

Jbma' 

1-2 

•  • 

16 

15 

3-4 

•  • 

19 

12 

5-9 

•  ♦ 

53 

39 

10-24 

•  • 

- 

— 

25  and  over  . . 

•  • 

1 

— 

Age  unknown  . . 

•  • 

3 

2 

92 

68 

Vihooping  Cough  -  After  the  prevalence  of  1954  is  was  not 

surprising  that  the  incidence  waned  to  15 
cases  in  the  first  quarter,  1  in  the  second, 

2  in  the  third  quarter  and  none  in  the  fourth. 
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Infectious  Diseases 


Whooping  cough 


Age  distribution:-  '  Under  1 

1-2 
3-4 
5  -  9 


1 

^  Total  18 
6 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  -  One  case  occurred  in  the  3rd  quarter  of  the 

year. 

Food  Poisoning  -  Three  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  in 

one  family  were  notified  in  January.  The 
symptoms  and  history  were  misleading  but  it 
was  considered  that  they  were  probably  a 
family  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  originating 
within  the  home,  although  the  cases  could  have 
been  fitted  into  the  category  of  winter 
vomiting  or  epidemic  nausea. 

Tuberculosis  -  Three  male  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

came  onto  the  local  register  by  transfer  into 
the  district  and  only  1  new  case,  a  female 
pulmonary  was  notified  as  a  primary  diagnosis. 

The  state  of  the  Eegister  at  the  end  of  1955 
was:- 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis: 

11  I'feles  14  Females  -  Total  25 

Non  Respiratory  Tuberculosis: 

3  Males  1  Female  -  Total  4 

Total  on  Register  -  29 

This  was  a  decrease  of  2  on  1954. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Primary  immunisation  was  carried  out  on  56  children  during  the  year, 
ither  at  the  Welfare  Clinic  or  by  the  family  doctor.  In  addition  32 
reinforcing  injections  were  administered.  Unfortunately  the  boosting 
of  previous  immunisation  was  insufficient  to  maintain  the  same  level  of 
protected  child  population  and  of  those  immunised  the  percentage  adequately 
protected  has  fallen  from  91/o  to  83)/o 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

1941 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

Total 

Last  complete 
course  of  in¬ 
jections  whe¬ 
ther  primary 
or  booster 

1951  -  1955 

35 

23 

51 

50 

40 

66 

70 

57 

36 

51 

66 

67 

41 

47 

8 

708 

1950  or 
earlier 

i— —  — —  ,J 

24 

19 

8 

11 

26 

L. 

15 

6 

10 

L 

15 

9 

- 

- 

- 

— 

144 

Vaccination 


54  persons  were  vaccinated  of  whom  51  were  under  2  years  of  age.  9 
revaccinations  were  carried  out. 

This  rate  of  vaccination  represents  an  adequate  proportion  of  the 
new  births  and  shows  an  excellent  response  from  the  parents. 

Staff  Changes 

During  the  year  Mr.  A.H.  Lawrence  v;as  appointed  additional  Public 
Health  Inspector  in  place  of  Pir.  u.u..  Miomas,  who  left  for  an  appointment 
elsewhere. 

Water  Supply 

During  the  year  the  work  begun  in  1954  was  continued  and  both  the 
pumping  and  distribution  systeijis  were  improved.  In  the  later  part  of  the 
year  after  the  passing  of  the  Kent  Water  Bill  this  work  was  slowed  down 
and  no  new  work  was  put  in  hand  because  it  was  felt  that  any  further  changes 
should  be  determined  by  the  future  Engineer  to  the  Board,  who  could  fit 
these  changes  into  an  overall  plan.  Work  continued  in  waste  water  prevention 
and  considerable  night  work  was  undertaken  to  locate  minor  leaks  on  the 
system.  Considerable  success  was  encountered  and  the  night  flows  were 
reduced  to  an  extremely  satisfactory  level. 

During  the  year  12  water  samples  were  taken  and  sent  for  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examxination.  6  of  these  were  taken  from  the  reservoir  and  6  from 
various  points  in  the  town.  All  sam.ples  were  reported  on  as  highly  satis¬ 
factory.  One  sample  was  t-aken  for  chemical  analysis  and  this  also  proved 
entirely  satisfactory. 

Drainage 


During  the  year  no  additions  have  been  made  to  the  sewerage  system 


of  the  Borough,  but  considerable  work  has  been  carried  out  on  maintenance 
and  investigation  into  the  system  as  a  whole. 

For  some  time  it  has  been  realised  that  the  existing  method  of 
discharging  crude  sewerage  into  the  river  Stmr  cannot  continue  and 
another  method  of  disposal  will  have  to  be  provided.  A  report  on  this 
matter  was  received  from  one  Consulting  Engineer,  but  some  doubts  were 
expressed  and  during  the  year  kfessrs.  Scott  Wilson  &  Kirkpatrick  were 
instructed  to  investigate  the  sewage  system  and  advise  on  a  method  of 
disposal  and  also  methods  of  overcoming  various  local  difficulties.  In 
order  to  provide  this  firm  with  data,  considerable  work  had  to  be  carried 
out  to  ascertain  flows  under  varying  conditions,  and  also  the  daily  flows 
of  various  trade  effluents.  This  work  took  up  a  considerable  time  as  water 
cons'jnqption  had  to  be  ascertained  and  instruments  fixed  to  the  sewerage 
pumping  stations  sc  that  the  required  information  could  be  obtained. 

As  was  mentioned  in  the  last  report  trouble  had  been  experienced  in 
the  backing  up  of  sewage  in  the  main  sewers  subsequent  to  rain.  Attention 
was  paid  to  this  problem  during  the  year  and  the  pumps  in  all  the  sewage 
pumping  stations  were  thoroughly  overhauled  and  worn  parts  replaced.  This 
has  resulted  in  a  marked  increase  in  the  efficiency  of  the  pumps  and  a 
consequent  reduction  in  the  trouble  in  the  mains. 

at  and  Othe r  Foods 


SI aught e  rhouse  s 


The  increased  kill  at  the  slaughterhouse  in  Loop  Street  that  I  reported 
last  year  has  continued.  Since  the  slaughterhouse  was  taken  over  as  a 
private  concern  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  throughput.  The 
alterations  to  the  buildings  as  originally  planned  have  been  completed  and 
further  improvements  added,  but  if  the  numbers  of  animals  dealt  with  continues 
at  the  present  level  further  extensions  will  be  necessary.  This  increase  is 
shown  by  the  following  figures. 


im 

1955 

Cattle 

•  • 

1,435 

1,582 

Calves 

•  • 

525 

947 

Sheep 

•  • 

2,620 

2,843 

Pigs 

•  • 

5,933 

11,494 

All  these  animals  were  inspected  post-mortem  and  many  of  them  ante¬ 
mortem,  and  during  the  year  a  total  of  9  tons  2  cwts.  of  meat  and  offal 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  increase  in  kill  and 
the  fact  that  the  butchers  require  the  meat  in  their  shops  early  in  the 
week  is  throwing  a  tremendous  burden  on  the  meat  inspectors.  Saturday  and 
Sunday  inspection  and  night  inspection  on  ^bndays,  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays 
to  9  o’clock  or  later  is  now  the  routine. 

On  point  of  interest  arises  from  the  condemnations.  In  spite  of 
the  increased  numbers  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  has  actually  fallen  - 
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due  largely  to  the  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  cattle 
and  pigs  in  locally  produced  animals. 

Food  and  Food  Preparation  Premises 

During  the  year  119  visits  were  made  to  food  and  fc’od  preparation 
premises.  Wholehearted  co-operation  was  experienced  on  these  visits  and 
suggestions  made  were  complied  with  very  promptly. 

■  Butcher  Shops 

All  butchers  shops  and  delivery  vehicles  were  regularly  inspected 
throughout  the  year  and  improvements  were  made  after  verbal  suggestions. 

Licenced  Premises 


All  public  houses  and  licenced  premises  have  been  inspected  and  many 
improvements  were  made.  This  conformed  to  the  policy  initiated  last  year. 

Bakeries 


All  bakeries  and  food  preparation  places  were  inspected  during  the 
year  and  the  improvement  in  Public  Health  standards  reported  last  year 
continued. 

Shops 

All  food  shops  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and  670  lbs.  of 
tinned  and  other  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Ice  Cre  am 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  area  but  22  premises 
are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  All  these  premises  were  inspected 
and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  with  the  exception  of  caies  the  registrations 
are  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

Three  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  notified  but  efforts 
failed  to  find  a  reason  for  the  outbreak  and  the  organism  was  not  identified. 

Idilk  and  Dairies 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949.  Part  III 

No.  of  registered  distributors  ..  ..4 

No.  of  registered  dairies  ..  ..  ..  2 

B«  Licences  granted  under  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations 
1949,  excluding  licences  granted  by  Fooa  and  Drugs  Authorities 
in  relation  to  milk  pasteurised  or  sterilised  on  the  premises 
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Refuse  Disposal 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  continued  unchanged. 

There  is  a  weekly  collection  of  refuse  by  means  of  a  Karrier  Bantam 
Refuse  vehicle  and  the  refuse  is  disposed  by  controlled  tipping.  The  tip 
is  situated  adjacent  to  the  Sandwich-Canterbury  road  just  outside  the 
Borough  boundary.  The  tipping  has  been  properly  controlled  and  there  has 
been  no  evidence  of  fly  or  vermin  nuisance  during  the  year. 

Shipping 

During  the  year  72  ships  entered  the  river  either  to  load  or  discharge 
cargo.  The  total  amount  of  goods  so  dealt  with  amounted  to  19,624  tons. 

This  shows  a  considerable  increase  when  you  compare  the  tonnages  dealt  with 
in  1953  and  1954,  v/hich  amounted  to  7,727  tons  and  9  ,  830  tons  respectively. 

The  petrol  depot  v/as  closed  during  the  year  so  the  tanker  traffic  came  to  a 
stop  but  the  great  increase  in  the  volume  of  traffic  dealt  with  by  the  Port 
of  Richborough  more  than  made  up  for  this  loss.  Ships  are  regularly  inspected 
and  in  the  year  the  volume  of  this  work  has  increased  considerably.  Conditions 
generally  speaking  were  found  to  be  good  and  there  were  no  cases  of  infectious 
disease  present  on  board.  The  main  item.'^  of  goods  dealt  with  by  the  shipping 
were  as  follows;- 

Oil  of  various  types  Seed  potatoes 

Petrol  Granite  chippings 

Timber  Steel  rails 

Mxed  cargoes. 


Rodent  Control 


Total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  on  complaint  and  as 
routine  surveys  under  the  Pests  Act  was  68,  comprising:- 

Dwelling  Houses  46  Agricultural  Premises  -  10 

Business  Premises  -  12 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested: 

Dwelling  Houses  -  25  Agricultural  Premises  -  3 

Business  Premises  -  12 

A  further  205  revisits  and  visits  were  made  regarding  infestation 
control  and  treatments.  No  major  infestations  of  dwelling  houses  or  business 
premises  were  found,  which  is  very  satisf actoiy. 

Extensive  use  has  been  made  of  Warfarin  for  both  rat  and  mice  treat¬ 
ments.  Zinc  phosphide  and  Antu  were  also  used  in  some  special  cases. 

No  notices  were  served  under  the  Pests  Act  1949,  although  some  rat 
proofing  measures  were  advised  in  some  instances  (such  as  solid  floors  and 
zinc  sheeting  to  doors  etc. )  and  these  were  subsequently  carried  out. 
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of  the  applicant: 

Basteurised 

«  • 

Dealers 

2 

Supplementary 

2 

Sterilised 

•  • 

— 

2 

T.T.  (Raw) 

•  • 

2 

2 

Accredited 

•  • 

— 

1 

Housing 

Council  Property 

During  the  year  a  further  24  houses  were  built  on  the  Council  Housing 
Estate,  A  further  5  houses  have  to  be  built  to  complete  the  estate  and 
this  should  be  completed  in  1956. 

Other  Property 

11  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  made  in  1955.  The  total 
cost  of  work  on  which  grant  was  elegible  was  £3,B36.  In  the  main  the 
properties  for  which  grant  was  applied,  were  those  that  had  recently 
changed  hands  and  the  new  owners  had  work  carried  out  to  improve  the 
amenities  of  the  dwelling. 

Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  the  Housing  Survey  of  the  Borough  was  completed  and 
the  Council  adopted  a  plan  for  the  dealing  with  sub- standard  property  in 
the  Borough. 

Under  this  plan  it  was  proposed  that  two  main  areas  in  the  Borough 
be  developed  to  provide  accommodation  for  people  living  in  sub-standard 
houses  and  that  when  this  accommodation  is  available  these  houses  be  dealt 
with.  Under  the  Survey  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  52  sub-standard 
houses  which  required  an  uneconomic  sum  of  money  spent  on  them  to  bring 
them  up  to  standard.  These  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Borough 
Council  or  by  private  enterprise.  Of  recent  years  there  has  been  a  growing 
tendency  for  people  to  acquire  property  in  Sandwich  for  conversion  and 
modernisation.  It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  this  trend  will  continue  and 
increase  so  that  many  of  the  52  houses  will  be  dealt  with  by  private  effort. 

Inspections 

During  the  year  106  inspections  were  made  under  the  Ihiblic  Health  and 
Housing  Acts.  Of  these  properties  34  were  found  to  bo  defective  and  as  the 
result  of  action  32  were  rendered  fit  and  undertakings  were  accepted  in  the 
other  two  cases  that  the  property  should  h-^t  be  used  for  human  habitation. 
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Sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  period,  but  again 
only  sporadic  infestation  of  the  town  sewers  was  noted. 

Summary  of  Inspections 


drainage  and  Sanitation 

•  O 

•  •  ♦  • 

203 

Refuse  disposal 

•  • 

42 

Moveable  dwellings  .. 

•  • 

6 

Factories 

•  • 

93 

Housing. . 

•  • 

191 

Food  premises. . 

•  • 

82 

Infectious  diseases  and 

Pests 

Act 

29 

Nuisances 

•  • 

47 

Outworkers 

•  • 

6 

Shipping 

•  • 

14 

Shops 

•  « 

54 

Petroleum  Regulations 

9  • 

50 

Licenced  Premises 

•  • 

•  •  0  9 

53 

Miscellaneous. . 

•  • 

•  9  9  9 

116 

TOTAL; 

986 
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